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Declaration of Charles R. Honts, Ph D.

5. It was well known in 1990 that valid assessments of credibility could not be
made from a single repetition of the questions. It was highly improper for Mr.
Stephens to make decisions based on single repetitions of the questions. In 1990
all the validated version of the CQT require that at least two repetitions of the questions be
scored before rendering an opinion about credibility. The Utah and U. S. Federal technique
required three repetitions before rendering an opinion. In 1990 many state licensing laws
required three repetitions of the questions before rendering an opinion. It appears from the
materials provided to me that Mr. Stephen’s provided a series of opinions about credibility
based on single repetitions of the questions. In 1990, all the scientific literature and standard
practices in the profession would have indicated this was an invalid way to evaluate an CQT
examination.

Summary Of Opinions

Based up on Stephen’s polygraph training and experience by 1990 and the undisputed conditions of the
polygraph: at least five hours in length, leaving at least some of the sensors on the Mr. Deskovic for an
extended period of time, failing to use a valid polygraph technique with numerical scoring, and
providing Mr. Deskovic coffee and no food for at least six hours, are so out of the normal range for the
normal procedures in conducting an actual polygraph examination as to be considered professionally
and scientifically outrageous, and in my opinion, the conditions of this examination were simply abusive.

This interaction between Stephens and Deskovic is not consistent with a deception detection CQT,
rather this examination is consistent with a guilt presumptive interrogation where the polygraph was
used as an evidence ploy to elicit a confession. Moreover if Mr. Deskovic’s testimony concerning, for
example the aggressive nature of the questioning, the false reporting of incriminating statements, and
the threats and promises made by the Peekskill Police are credited (I make no assessment regarding
credibility) the conduct of Stephens would be even more outrageous with regard to accepted practice in
1990.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on 7 July 2011, in Roanoke, Virginia.

R L

Charles R. Honts, Ph. D.
Professor of Psychology

Attachment: Curriculum Vitae of Charles R. Honts, Ph. D.
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Endnotes

! Raskin, D. C., & Honts, C. R. (2002). The comparison question test. In M. Kleiner (Ed.), Handbook of
polygraph testing. London: Academic (1-49).

2 The Journal of Applied Psychology is a peer-reviewed scientific journal. It has a very high rejection rate
and is considered one of the highest impact journals in all of Psychological Science.

3 Horvath, E S. (1977). The effect of selected variables on interpretation of polygraph records. Journal of
Applied Psychology, 62, 127—36. This research also functioned as Dr. Horvath’s dissertation, please see the
dissertation document for complete detail about the examiners, Horvath, F. 8. (1974). The accuracy and
reliability of police polygraphic (“lie detector”) examiners’ yudgments of truth and deception: The effect of selected variables.
A dissertation submitted to Michigan State University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy.
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